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‘With that ... | yield the floor’ 


In Senate resignation speech, Franken says, | feel like it’s all been worth it’ 


ANDREW HARNIK / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Sen. Al Franken, D-Minn., leaves the Capitol in Washington Thursday after announcing his pending resignation on the Senate floor. Franken faces 
sexual misconduct allegations from eight woman going back to his years as an entertainer, and on Wednesday lost the support of his Democratic 
colleagues. Franken did not announce a specific date for his resignation and said he intends to remain active in politics. 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com e Full text of Franken’s address 


to U.S. Senate, Page 5A 


e GOP rep. resigns over 
surrogate comments, Page 7A 


Minnesota U.S. Sen. Al Fran- 
ken announced his resignation 
Thursday after allegations of 
sexual misconduct by multiple 
women toppled support from his 


Democratic peers. 

In a speech on the Senate floor, 
Franken, at times somber and at 
times defiant, said he could no 
longer serve effectively amid the 
steady stream of accusers — a 
list that had grown to eight the 
prior evening. 

“Serving in the United States 
Senate has been the great honor 
of my life,” he said. “I know in 


my heart that nothing I have 
done as a Senator — nothing — 
has brought dishonor on this 
institution.” 

Unlike his many recent past 
statements, he offered no apolo- 
gies to his accusers Thursday 
and said his previous contrition 
“gave some people the false 
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Coleman? no; Pawlenty? maybe; GOP 
watchers ponder future of Franken’s seat 


By Bill Salisbury 


bsalisbury@pioneerpress.com 


While Minnesota Democrats 
speculate about who Gov. Mark 
Dayton will appoint to Al Fran- 
ken’s soon-to-be-vacant U.S. 
Senate seat, Republicans are 
chattering about who on their 
side might run for the open seat 
next year. 

Former GOP Sen. Norm Cole- 
man, whom Franken unseated 
in 2008, would have been at the 


top of many Republicans’ lists of 
possible candidates, but the for- 
mer St. Paul mayor ruled out 
running for his old seat in a 
Facebook post hours after Fran- 
ken announced his resignation 
on Thursday. 

Although no Republicans 
jumped into the race immediate- 
ly, party activists said privately 
it’s never too early — and always 
fun — to speculate on potential 
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Ice castle 
construction 
underway 


By Mary Divine 


mdivine@pioneerpress.com 


This week’s frigid temperatures 
are good for something: building a 
shimmering ice castle in downtown 
Stillwater. 

“Its the perfect weather,” said 
Tim Bauman, site manager for Ice 
Castles LLC. “I’m wearing lots of 
wool thermal and a waterproof coat. 
It’s great. It’s better to work in the 
cold than the warm.” 

Bauman and a dozen Ice Castles 
employees are at work in Lowell 
Park, just north of the Stillwater Lift 
Bridge. This is the second year an 
ice castle has been built in Stillwa- 
ter; the Utah-based company previ- 
ously built in Eden Prairie and at 
the Mall of America in Bloomington. 

Bauman has become a specialist in 
ice architecture in his four years of 
working for Ice Castles in 
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Looking for something to do? From dining 
out to heading outdoors, options abound. 
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Pearl Harbor: He was there 


Ads & other info 651-222-1111 


JEAN PIERI / PIONEER PRESS 


Pearl Harbor survivor Richard Thill, 94, of St. Paul, salutes Thursday during the 76th Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day ceremony at the Historic Fort Snelling visitors center. “The Navy has always been 
very kind to me,” he said. “In fact, | met my wife on a Navy yard.” A native of St. Paul, Thill was a 
sailor on the USS Ward, which fired the first U.S. shots of World War II when it sank a small Japanese 
submarine before the Pearl Harbor attack on Dec. 7, 1941. The Ward’s crew was mainly naval 
reservists from St. Paul. This week, a research team announced that the Ward’s sunken wreckage 
was recently discovered near the Philippines. The ship sank there during combat on Dec. 7, 1944. 
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Woman 
bitten by 
police dog 
sues city 


St. Paul officers were 
responding to nearby 
burglary call 


By Mara H. Gottfried 


mgottfried@pioneerpress.com 


A regular Saturday morning 
turned into a nightmare for a St. 
Paul woman as she took her gar- 
bage out and found herself being 
attacked by a police dog looking for 
a male burglary suspect, according 
to a federal lawsuit filed Wednes- 
day. 

Desiree Collins, 52, suffered multi- 
ple bites to her arm and one to her 
lower leg. 

Right after it happened, Collins 
asked the officers, “What did I do?” 

Nothing, said one. “Just at the 
wrong place at the wrong time, 
ma’am,” said another. 

Collins’ attorney, Andrew Noel, 
said his client wants to make sure 
other innocent people aren’t simi- 
larly harmed. 

“Part of the reason for the lawsuit 
is she says, ‘If this can happen to me, 
it can happen to anyone,’ ” Noel 
said. “She wants St. Paul to make 
the appropriate changes to makes 
sure it doesn’t happen again.” 

Police apologized to Collins while 
she was in the hospital, said Steve 
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Jerusalem 
declaration 
spurs wide 


unrest 


Officials talk of a new 
uprising as U.S. plans 
to move embassy 


By Loveday Morris and Ruth Eglash 
Washington Post 


RAMALLAH, West Bank — Pales- 
tinian protesters and Israeli sol- 
diers clashed Thursday in Jerusa- 
lem, Ramallah and other places in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, with 
some demonstrators burning Amer- 
ican flags and posters of President 
Donald Trump a day after he sided 
with Israel by announcing U.S. rec- 
ognition of Jerusalem as its capital. 

But at nightfall, after the skirmish- 
es died down, the region was brac- 
ing for worse. 

More than 100 people were injured 
Thursday, according to the Pales- 
tine Red Crescent, despite the 
deployment of several extra battal- 
ions of Israeli troops. The critical 
test comes Friday, when larger dem- 
onstrations are expected as crowds 
leave mosques after the weekly 
noon prayers. 

In Gaza, the Islamist movement 
Hamas urged its followers to ignite 
a third intifada, or uprising, against 
Israel. The Palestinian Authority 
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